HIV-HCV co-infection during pregnancy.
Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection is common in human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infected individuals in the United States and in Western Europe. The aim of this study is to describe our experience in the management of HIV-HCV co-infected women during pregnancy and to report the rates of HIV and HCV vertical transmission in this particular population. This is a prospective study including all HIV-HCV coinfected women who delivered in the major public hospital of Genoa from April 1990 to December 2002. The method of delivery and breastfeeding habits were recorded. The babies were monitored at the paediatric referral centre. Thirty-nine HIV-HCV co-infected pregnant women were included in the analysis, 2 of these women delivered twice during the study period. The mean age (+/-SD) of this population at delivery was 30.4+/-4.9 years. Thirty-four (87.2%) HIV-HCV co-infected women had a history of intravenous drug use. Seventeen (43.5%) women reported regular alcohol intake during pregnancy. Forty-one infants were born during the study period. There was no case of HIV-vertical transmission in our population. Thirty-six (87.8%) of 41 babies were born to women with positive HCV-RNA. Two babies (4.9%) were HCV-infected. The improved prognosis for HIV-infected people has increased the desire of parenthood. There is no evidence to support advising against pregnancy in HIV-HCV co-infected women.